Dee Why RSL Camera Club Architecture Outing:
Martin Place to Art Gallery of NSW

Date:
Meet:

Walk (optional):

Return:

Parking:

Wednesday 1 April 2026
At 5:30pm at the Cenotaph on Martin Place.

Alternatively, at 7:00pm at the entrance steps of the Art Gallery’s (older)
Naala Nura building

Martin Place - Macquarie Street - Hyde Park North = St Mary’s
Cathedral - The Domain - Art Gallery of NSW

= Distance: ~1.6 km
= Time without shooting: 20 minutes
=  With photography stops: 60-90 minutes

The Art Gallery of NSW closes at 10pm.

Organise your return trip at your own convenience, e.g., using the courtesy
bus from the Art Gallery to Wynyard (corner Castlereagh and Hunter
Streets), then the B-line.

If you come by car, the closest car park is Wilson Parking at The Domain.
Parking rates are $12 (pre-booked) or $14 (drive-up) if you enter after 5pm.

Walking distance to the Art Gallery is less than 300 metres.|
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Notable Architecture Along the Walk

Martin Place Precinct

This area is one of Sydney’s best concentrations of civic architecture.

@ Cenotaph (our 5:30pm meeting spot)

Commemorates Anzac forces who served in World War |, as well as Australians who gave
their lives in subsequent conflicts.

Q General Post Office

Grand Victorian Italianate sandstone building (1860s—1890s). Beautiful arches, columns and
carved facade. Great shots: colonnades, perspective along the arcade.

° Commonwealth Trading Bank Building

Australia’s first, large-scale all steel-framed 12-storey "skyscraper" from 1916.

o 25 Martin Place

Modernist tower by Harry Seidler. Dramatic plaza and grid facade.
Great shots: geometric compositions.

e MLC Building

11-storey art-deco heritage-listed building. The letters "MLC" are still visible on the
clocktower, although a clock is missing.

e 39 Martin Place

Completed in 2025 over the metro station, the building won the Australian Institute of
Architects 2025 Sir Arthur G Stephenson Award for Commercial Architecture.

° State Savings Bank Building

This 1928 building has a distinctive terracotta and pink granite Beaux-Arts facade. The
interior features large scagliola columns, extensive use of marble, and a plaster and pressed
metal ceiling. Its trading hall was one of the largest in the world.

e Australian Provincial Assurance Building

14-storey art-deco heritage-listed building. In 2014, it was the site of the Lindt Chocolate
Café terrorist hostage siege.

e Reserve Bank of Australia Museum
Clean 1960s modernism with strong horizontal lines.

@ Sixty Martin Place

Notable for featuring cantilevered floors on the north side that extend out over the historic
St Stephen's Uniting Church on Macquarie Street.



Macquarie Street Heritage Zone

Once you leave Martin Place you enter Sydney’s colonial civic precinct.

@ State Library of New South Wales

Monumental Beaux-Arts facade with large columns and steps.

@ Parliament of New South Wales

Former colonial hospital buildings turned parliament. Sandstone Georgian architecture.

e Hyde Park Barracks
Early colonial convict architecture designed by Francis Greenway.

Hyde Park Area

@ Archibald Fountain

Art Deco sculpture and fountain — good for reflections and framing the cathedral.

e St Mary's Cathedral

Spectacular Gothic Revival architecture. Fantastic at dusk as lights come on.
Great shots: spires, symmetry, stained glass.

The Domain / Gallery Precinct

Art Gallery of New South Wales Naala Nura Building (our 7pm meeting spot)
The original neoclassical sandstone building with columned portico.

Q Art Gallery of New South Wales Naala Badu Building

Contemporary glass-and-pavilion architecture overlooking the harbour.
Great contrast: classic vs ultra-modern museum design.

"Note that one of the lifts at The Domain car park is currently out of order. For those with accessibility needs,
park on the ground level and access the car park via Sir John Young Crescent.



